• The federal government spends 25 times more toward recovery of animals listed under the federal ESA than towards plant recovery programs (USFWS 1999).
• Botany staffing in federal agencies is inadequate to meet legal, scientific, or management requirements for native plant species and communities. Schwartz and colleagues propose volunteerism as a solution to the neglect of imperiled plants. Volunteerism is important, but it is not the complete solution to the problem. The federal ESA must be amended so that plants and animals, which are equally important in ecosystem function, receive equal protection under the law. Land management agencies require adequate numbers of professional botanists so that native plants and their habitats receive consistent, scientifically sound management and monitoring. Funding for endangered species recovery programs must be increased so that all listed species are provided with an opportunity for recovery, as the law mandates.
As a society, we must provide adequate resources so that these goals will be met. That means that Congress and the states must increase funding and staffing for land and resource management agencies, including the state heritage programs, US Forest Service, Bureau of Land Management, and Fish and Wildlife Service. The Native Plant Conservation Campaign has proposed increases to the botany staffing budgets for the Bureau of Land Management and the Forest Service to partially achieve these objectives (Roberson 2002) .
Schwartz and colleagues did not discuss ongoing volunteerism. In fact, a tremendous amount of plant conservation volunteerism occurs throughout the nation. The Native Plant Conservation Campaign is a national network of native plant societies and other plant conservation groups. Our more than 52,000 affiliate members in 18 states volunteer extensively on private and public lands. Volunteers monitor rare plant populations, participate in weed removal, perform surveys for weeds and rare plants, lead walks, and give presentations to educate the public on botany and native plant conservation. In California alone, the California Native Plant Society reports that members spent at least 36,700 hours in various plant conservation activities in 1994 (CNPS 1995) . This is equivalent to the work of nearly 18 full time staff.
Providing one kingdom with protection inferior to that of another is not a logical or effective way to conserve species or ecosystems. We hope that as the problems in connection with imperiled plants continue to be researched and reported, the scientific and conservation communities will work together to solve them. 
